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Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children settle well on their arrival at nursery. They receive a warm greeting from
staff, and children respond with a smile. Children happily join their friends in their
play, with support from the staff. This shows that settling-in processes are effective
in aiding children to be ready and receptive to start learning. Babies receive the
support they need to develop their physical strength and core skills. Staff place
babies on their tummies, putting toys within their reach, and get down to their
level to talk with them. This extends the time babies spend developing these skills,
while learning about the flow of conversations.

Children build good levels of independence. They develop the skills over time to get
ready for garden play and then to remove their outdoor clothes on return. Staff are
respectful of children, asking them if they can help them to wipe their faces after
encouraging them to have a go themselves. This supports children's understanding
of consent and mutual respect. Older children work together to build a train track.
They persevere as they work out how to join the pieces to bring the ends of the
track together. This shows good cooperation, critical thinking and small-muscle
skills. The manager devises a curriculum that supports all children in their learning
and development. She supports staff to understand that learning has a sequence.
Staff teach this effectively to enable each child to practise and embed skills, before
moving them on.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The manager understands how to assess her staff's interactions with children.
She supports staff to make sure they know what they want children to learn
from the activities. This includes how to create opportunities for children of
different ages to gain further knowledge and skills.

B Key persons have a secure knowledge of children's current levels of
development. This extends to what children need to learn next, and staff
understand how to plan effective activities to support this. This means that
children continually move forwards in their learning and development.

B Some parts of the day are not well organised to ensure that children are
consistently engaged in learning. For example, after children come in from the
garden, they become engaged in play, but then staff stop this for circle time.
Also, children wait for long periods while staff prepare lunches and carry out
routine tasks.

m Children enjoy singing sessions and readily join in with the actions. They suggest
songs to sing, showing their clear knowledge of their favourite rhymes. Staff
introduce counting to their song times to build on older children's mathematical
knowledge.

m Children access outdoor play daily. They show great skills as they kick balls and
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steer their ride-on toys around. Younger children practise their new-found
walking skills, with the aid of equipment that they can push along. This helps to
build their physical development.

m Children rest and sleep according to their individual needs. Staff liaise with
parents about changes to sleeping patterns and dietary needs. They offer
guidance to parents as to how best support children. This reflects good
partnerships while also helping to meet the ever-changing needs of children.

m Children receive gentle reminders about their actions to help keep themselves
safe. For example, staff explain why children must sit down while they have a
drink. Children are also able to follow simple instructions, such as finding their
drink cups and also putting them back where they belong.

m Children describe their beautiful drawings, showing good use of vocabulary. For
example, they explain that they have drawn a flamingo and know the colour is
pink. Staff engage children in describing their pictures further, such as exploring
the character of their ghost.

B Staff encourage children to hear and use words in the additional languages they
use at home. However, staff do not always explore ways to further embrace
children's cultures and heritages. This does not extend children's awareness of
similarities and differences and strengthen their sense of belonging even further.

B Parents report that their children settle well and that the staff and children are
an extension to their family. They comment that their children build good
relationships with staff and make friends with the other children.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a secure knowledge of safeguarding and the procedures to follow in the
event of a child protection concern. There is a clear ethos among staff that
protecting children from harm is everyone's responsibility. Staff understand that
they can be the voice for children and are able to make a difference for them. The
provider and the manager use clear systems for recruitment of staff. They support
staff successfully through their induction and probationary period. Staff have good
opportunities for professional development. This includes both gaining recognised
qualifications and also short courses.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

W review the organisation of the daily routines to provide further engagement for
children and reduce the time they have to wait

B embrace children's cultural backgrounds and heritages further to celebrate
differences and similarities.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

2696698

Brighton and Hove

10281515

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register

Full day care
Oto 4

25
25
Childcare 360 Limited

RP547517

01273 271969
Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Apple Tree Nursery School registered on 3 August 2022 and is located in
Rottingdean, Brighton. The nursery opens from 8am to 6pm. The setting employs
six members of staff and, of these, four hold an appropriate early years
qualification. The nursery is in receipt of funding for early education provision for
children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Helen Penticost
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together and
discussed the early years curriculum.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.

B The inspector spoke with staff and interacted with children.

B Parents shared their views about the nursery with the inspector.

B The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of
the premises.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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