
Inspection of Apple Tree Montessori 
Nursery School
The Oval Park, Saltdean BN2 8SJ

Inspection date: 10 April 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Babies and children are very happy and settled in this homely, family-orientated 
nursery. Staff are especially kind and caring and very attentive to children's needs. 
Children demonstrate how secure they feel as they look to staff for reassurance 
when needed, and they are are quickly comforted. Staff know the children 
particularly well and plan for their individual likes, interests and preferences. 
Activities have clear purpose and are based on what staff know children will enjoy. 

Children become confident, independent learners as staff encourage children's 
natural curiosity and desire to explore from a young age. For example, babies and 
children confidently gaze at the stick insects and are fascinated to hold them and 
discuss why the insects have shed their skin. Staff actively encourage this positive 
interest in learning and invite children to ask questions and find out more.

Children behave well as staff are positive role models. Staff teach older children 
how to behave responsibly around the babies and younger children. This is 
reflected in the older children's actions and acts of kindness as they show care and 
sensitivity to their younger friends. This results in a very happy, relaxed 
atmosphere where every child is valued and included.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders work hard to establish high quality provision. The nursery manager 
supports her team well and staff report how valued they feel. Staff demonstrate 
a shared commitment towards keeping children safe and promoting children's 
learning. The promotion of professional development is good. Leaders encourage 
staff to attend specialist training in areas they are particularly interested in. For 
instance, some staff have developed their understanding of how to support 
children with additional learning needs.

n Teaching is consistently good. Staff are very observant and allow children to take 
the lead in their learning. From a young age, children develop independence and 
confidence to try new things. For example, toddlers know how to safely 
negotiate the slide and make the tricycle move as they watch older children do 
this. Staff are close by to offer assistance if needed. Younger children show 
determination and a very positive 'can-do' attitude to succeed. They show pride 
when they manage simple tasks for themselves, and this helps to promote 
positive self-esteem.

n The nursery curriculum offers clear progression for babies, toddlers and older 
children. Staff structure learning appropriately. They allow children time to build 
on their knowledge, deepen their understanding and practise new skills. For 
instance, staff use practical activities to help children develop a range of skills. 
During number rhymes, children confidently count back from 10. They show 
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good knowledge of number value as they take one away each time during the 
song 'Ten Fat Sausages'. Babies learn to form simple words and staff are 
responsive to their emerging language and non-verbal gestures.

n Overall, the daily routine is planned well around children's needs. There is a very 
homely environment and staff follow each child's care routine. Mealtimes and 
snack times are used as positive learning experiences. Children have time to 
practise new skills, such as pouring their own drinks, choosing their own snacks 
and serving their food. However, very occasionally, the routine is not always 
organised as smoothly. When children get ready to go outside, the routine is 
chaotic and the younger children wait for long periods, which leads to them 
becoming slightly unsettled.

n Staff make full use of the local area to broaden children's experiences. For 
instance, children regularly visit a care home. They take part in activities and 
develop empathy and respect for the residents they form relationships with.

n The promotion of children's literacy awareness at nursery is good. Children listen 
attentively and enjoy stories being read to them. Staff regularly take children to 
the local library where they enjoy choosing books and sharing them together. 
However, staff have not yet fully considered how they can support parents to 
extend children's interest in books at home.

n The provision for all children is good. Staff quickly identify if any child needs 
extra help with their learning and work closely with parents and other 
professionals, if needed. The linguistic background of every child is respected 
and acknowledged. Staff value every child's unique qualities and actively 
encourage children to use their home languages at nursery in their play and 
during conversations with staff.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review and improve the organisation of the daily routine, particularly transition 
times, so that babies and children remain positively engaged in purposeful 
learning experiences

n strengthen the links with parents to help them support children's interests in 
literacy at home.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY547518

Local authority Brighton and Hove

Inspection number 10392292

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 47

Name of registered person Childcare 360 Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP547517

Telephone number 01273307330

Date of previous inspection 14 August 2019

Information about this early years setting

Apple Tree Montessori Nursery School registered in 2017. It operates from a self-
contained building within a park in Saltdean, East Sussex. The nursery is open 
Monday to Friday, from 8am to 6pm, throughout the year. Funding is accepted to 
provide free early education for children aged from nine months. A team of nine 
staff work directly with the children, seven of whom have appropriate early years 
qualifications between level 2 and 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jo Caswell
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Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a learning walk with the manager and discussed how 
the nursery curriculum is delivered.

n Staff talked to the inspector about how they plan for children's learning and 
what they do to keep children safe.

n Children interacted with the inspector and explained what they enjoyed doing at 
nursery.

n The manager and inspector completed a joint observation and evaluated the 
impact of teaching on children's learning.

n The inspector looked at a sample of documentation, including staff files, 
confirmation of staff checks and qualifications and qualification certificates.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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